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were peculiarly efficient in searching for arms, and they were the
force which was naturally and primarily intended for the pre-
servation of internal security, as the regular troops were for the
defence of the country against a foreign invasion. The creation
of a large yeomanry force for the former purpose had been, as
we have seen, one of the projects of Fitzwilliam. It had been
strongly and repeatedly urged by Grattan and by Parsons, and,
as we shall presently see, the most liberal and enlightened
English commander entirely agreed with the most liberal
members of the Irish Parliament, that the suppression of outrage
which did not rise to the height of actual armed rebellion, ought
to be the special province of the yeomanry. But such a force was
at this time perfectly certain to be guilty of gross violence. It
was recruited chiefly in dist nets which had been for years the scene
of savage faction fights between the Defenders and the Peep of
Day Boys; between the United Irishmen and the Orangemen;
and it was recruited in the face of the most formidable obstacles.
The United Irishmen made it one of their main objects to pre-
vent the formation of this new and powerful force, and they pur-
sued this object with every kind of outrage, intimidation, abuse,
and seduction. There had been not a few murders. There were,
countless instances of attacks on the houses of the yeomen.
Their families were exposed to constant insult, and to constant
peril. The system had already begun in some disaffected dis-
tricts of treating the yeomen as if they were lepers, and refusing
all dealings with .them ; while in other districts every art was
employed to seduce them from their allegiance.

That a powerful yeomanry force should have been created in
spite of all these obstacles, and at a time when Irishmen were
pouring into the regular army, the militia, and the navy,
appears to me to be a striking proof both of the military spirit
and of the sturdy independence and self-reliance which then
characterised the loyalists of Ireland. The estimate first laid
before Parliament was for 20,000 men, but in six months above
87,000 men were arrayed, and during the rebellion the force
exceeded r50,000, and could, if necessary, have been increased.1
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